Environmental Cleanup at Former and Current Military Sites

Preface

Historical research is a vital part of every analysis of environmental
hazards leading to the cleanup at former and current military sites. Such
background information will help the researcher understand the processes,
ordnance practices, and materials employed at these sites, and find ways to
help mitigate the effects. Note: references to ordnance and explosives in
this guide also include chemical warfare material.

This research guide focuses primarily on the historical records maintained
by the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) located in
the Washington, D.C. area and throughout the country. It also includes
four military repositories maintained by the Army, Navy, and Air Force.
The researcher should check with NARA for any changes in their
procedures or holdings after the date of publication of this book.

Several organizations and people helped complete this guide. The U.S.
Army Technical Center for Explosives Safety, the Rock Island District of
the U.S. Amrmy Corps of Engineers, and BR Sude Research provided time
and materials. Through the years, people from NARA and the military
services records repositories have explained the intricacies of archival
research. Vaughn Heiple and Lisa Wagner of BR Sude Research
graciously let us draw on their expertise and experience. Marilyn Hunter,
and later, Jean Diaz, of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Office of
History, contributed their formidable editing skills and technical support.
John Lonnquest, also of the Office of History, rewrote and contributed to
several chapters of this publication.

Martin Gordon, formerly of the Office of History, not only envisioned the
need for this publication but also provided the necessary guidance and
support.
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