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CREATE A 3
WORLD OF DIFFERENCE

WITH A CAREER IN

ARCHITECTURE

When she's siting at her desk al
the Albuguergque District of the
Corps of Engineers, Maria Ugares-
Shelton seems easy o please
“Shatever s under construction s my
Fivorite profect,” shic says amiably when
asked about the favorite pant of her job
But it her inoan actual construction sile
arud Marka becomes a stickler for details
She motes every nook and cranny of her
design for a multi-million-dollar building

“Before | came (o the Corps,” mecalls
Mariz, “1 spent four years working for
avchitectural flrms in the private sector,
Mhere | had oo pob security and ot
many challenges. At the Corps, | can do
a lat whith ssoney and concrete — naod
juast wotsisl il stecl framing. Plus 1 can
e sure-of-the-an technology and mate-
rials like the latest socting and siding
msiterials.

Miost of Maria's priviate-sector expen-
ence wias in residential and lght commers-
cistl progects, Her Corps expenicnce has
brosiclened o iclade the design of labo-
suloery Fcilities, vehicke mantemninee com-
plexes, and child development centers.

A 1L geacduare in archivecture from

the [lniversiry of Mew Mexioo, Mara
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“Before I came to
the Corps of

Engineers, I bad
been working in private firms where b
1 was allowed to do was very limited.

:r':l
L]

opportunity to exercise all of my skills

Beit aat the Corps, I bave a much g

a greater variety of profects.™

Maria Ugame-Shelion
Architect

frned the Corps in 1987, A= Uu‘nﬁi

cimployee, she was encouraged o
her master's degree, which she © It ]
pleted in 19492, the same year #
became a registered architect in

Mexico. In addition, she has attemne
Corps training in paint inspection,
hasic fire protection, empest design
and architeounl conorete Inspeclian,
“Shat has been wonderful alsour
iy Corps cxperienoe is that even
| have designed has been buile”™
Maria. “My cxperience as an '.m:h
iniich mere than what 1 have do 1
paper. It s also what 1 have donein
buldings 1 see arcund me -
L"-'L'!:|'I.!i|.:|-' I can think of

nethiing more satsfying.”



