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APPENDI X C
VELL OPENI NG PROCEDURES

Vol atil e organi c contam nants (VOCs) tend to accumulate in the vapor space of
wel | casings. These organics can escape the well stemas a "slug" once the
cap is renoved fromthe well head. Field personnel will follow these
procedures for initial opening of all wells in which the water is expected to
contain VOCs in greater than trivial concentrations.

- A two-party teamw |l initiate well-opening PRIOR to any sanpling
activity.

- Approach the wells froman upwi nd direction.

- For initial well-opening, wear a mninmmof Level C respiratory
protection, e.g., an Utratwin with a GMC-H cartridge.

- Open wells with unvented casings and threaded caps slowy to avoid
sudden rel ease of gases due to over-pressure.

- VWhen the well is open, test the air in the well head for the
cont am nants of concern.

- If the readings indicate a potential health hazard fromthe
venting process, allowthe well to vent for 15 to 30 m nutes and
then test again.

- The field team may performnnonitoring or sanpling in the |evel of
protection specified in Chapter 7 for the concentrations found.

- Take new exposure readings at |east four or five tines an hour

- Many wel s can be opened and "sniffed" at one tinme, which allows
the maxi num ventilation tine.

If field personnel can denpnstrate that volatile organics are not a concern,
the site safety and health officer nay allow themto skip the VOA procedure.
Experience with a recent round of groundwater sanpling at the sanme |ocation

woul d provi de enough information to show whether this route of exposure is a
concern.



